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PSALM LXXII. 
By Professor Thomas Hill Rich, 

Cobb Divinity School, Lewiston, Me. 

I. Introduction to the Psalm. 

The trutli of the superscription that makes Solomon the 
author of this psalm, is confirmed by the many figures in it 
drawn from nature ; by its geographical range of view ; and 
by its proverb-like movement. 

Moreover the absence of arms, and the exploits of war, 
that marks psalms 2, 45, and no, becomes the offspring of a 
pacific reign. 

Solomon was not like David, a prophet, and here makes 
lyrical, rather than prophetic utterances. 

The psalmist muses ; and in his musings, with soul up- 
lifted, he makes his request unto God ; then straightway, as 
if sure of his desire, enlarges upon its fulfilment. 

The interchange of the passive form of the verb, with the 
imperfect of prediction, suggests this interpretation of the 
psalm. 

In great part the psalm can only be applied to the Messiah. 
Throughout it is capable of such application ; and the Jewish 
fathers so applied it from beginning to end. 

II. An Interpretation of the Psalm. 

The psalmist prays, that King Messiah, sitting in judg- 
ment, may decide the causes, that come before him, as God 
decides them ; . and that he may be enabled to do so, by pos- 
sessing God's just view of those causes — that is, prays that 
the Spirit of Jehovah, resting upon Messiah, may make him 
of quick discernment in all that pertains to righteousness, 
(according to Is. n : 2, and foil., and margin of R. V.) 

The psalmist knowing that his request accords with the 
will of God, is confident, that it will be fulfilled, and goes on 
to sing of the good things to come, under Messiah's reign ; 
and (ver. 2.) thus begins: "Messiah's rule will have its 
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source and maintenance in equity, and will vindicate those of 
God's people who have been brought low by oppression." 
(Ver. 3.) "The fruit of this just rule will be peace, that 
every salient point of the land will betoken by its fertility." 
(Ver. 4.) But the psalmist's view is not limited to Israel; 
and he adds : ' ' Pious gentiles crushed by wrong, Messiah 
will lift up and establish; and will bring to glad estate, 
those whom birth would consign to poverty and defenceless- 
ness; and will utterly destroy the man of extortion and 
violence." (Ver. 5) "Therefore men delivered from the 
hand of their enemies, will joyfully serve God, to the end of 
time." (Ver. 6.) David in 2 Sam. 23 : 4, likens Messiah's 
influence to rain and sunshine upon the tender grass : Solo- 
mon here likens it to plentiful showers descending upon the 
newly mown field, and again covering it with verdure. 
(Ver. 7.) "In so favored a time," sings the psalmist, "a 
righteous man will thrive ; and (since a city finds blessing in 
the welfare of its righteous men, see Prov. 11: 10,) there 
will be abounding prosperity and peace — until the moon 
shall cease to give her light." (Ver. 8.) The psalmist (Sol- 
omon), again looking heavenward, asks that Messiah's realm, 
not narrowed by the Mediterranean sea and the river Eu- 
phrates — bounds promised to Abraham (Gen. 15: 18, and 
Ex. 23 : 31,) and already possessed by Solomon (see i Kings 
4: 21,) — the psalmist asks that Messiah's realm may stretch 
from every sea that might be named, to every other sea; 
from any possible river — to the ends of the earth, that is, 
that it may be universal ! (Ver. 9.) The psalmist greets as 
if at hand, the answer to his petition, and his song proceeds: 
" Rude men of the wilderness will cower before him, and 
hostile men will hide their faces in the dust; (ver. 10.) rich 
kings from afar will reverently offer unto him due gifts; 
(ver. II,) even all kings will render homage unto him; all 
nations will give him willing service." (Ver. 12.) The 
psalmist sees that such sway of hearts will not be won by the 
strong weapons of a mighty warrior, but by Messiah's exer- 
cise of loving-kindness to the wretched. Therefore the 
psalmist now entreats of Heaven, that Messiah may show 
compassion on each poor and needy one ; and instantly with 
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confidence lie sings : ' ' Yea, Messiah will bring help to de- 
fenceless souls ! He will redeem their life from the hand of 
oppressive and violent men ; for their life blood is of great 
account with him." (Ver. 15.) One so rescued is in the 
psalmist's thought, and he ejaculates: "Let him so live!" 
then pursues his song: "Such one will give to his deliverer 
the best of all that he achieves ; and will ever pray, that all 
men may see the glory of the same ; and his praises will set 
forth continually." (Ver. 16.) And now the psalmist's 
would have blessing upon the fruit of the earth! — and lo! 
he sees rich grain-fields stretching away to the very top of 
the mountains round about; where shaken by the wind, 
their tall stalks wave up and down, and rustle like the cedars 
in the dense forests of Lebanon — sees moreover, a multitude 
issuing from the city, its walls having become too narrow for 
its inhabitants — and also useless, since all is now encompassed 
with peace — the psalmist sees men spreading abroad from 
the city, and making glad the solitary place. (Ver. 17.) 
And since land and people will be so blest thereby, the 
psalmist lastly implores, that Messiah's government may en- 
dure forever ! Then quick affirms, that of the increase of his 
government there will be no end ; and that men will therein 
have joy and gladness ; that all nations will extol the riches 
that dwell with their bountiful Benefactor ! 

III. A Free Rendering of the Psalm. 

[A Psalm] of Solomon. 

O ! God thy judgment to the king impart ; 
Thy righteousness to him of kingly birth. 
So will he rule Thy people uprightly, 
And Thine afflicted ones with judgment just. 
Mountains then will yield the people peace ; 
And likewise hills — through righteousness. 
He will upraise all who affliction see, 
Will succor them who need inherit — 
And each oppressor crush ! 
So will man fear Thee, long as sun endures ; 
And moon gives light — through every age ! 

He will come down like rain on meadow mown ; 
Like showers that water earth — abundantly, 
So in his days a righteous man will bud ; 
And peace be great — till moon shall fail ! 



38 Psalm LXXII. [July, 

Let his dominion stretch from sea to sea ; 

And from each river to — the ends of earth I — 

At sight of him, who in the desert dwell, will crouch ; 

And they who hate him will lick — very dust ! 

The kings of Tarshish and the isles, with offering will requite : 

The kings of Sheba, and of Seba will their gift bring near ; 

Yea, all kings will down before him fall ; 

All nations join them to his service, with good- will ! 

For he will snatch from ill, the needy suppliant ; 

And him afflicted — that has none to help. 

Let him compassion have on weak and needy ones ! 
Yea, he will succor needy souls ; 
From wrong and violence will he redeem their life. 
Nor let their blood be shed for naught. 

Yea, let such one have life ! — Then to his Helper gives he Sheba's gold ; 

And prays for him continually ! 

All day — will show his praises forth ! 

Be grain abundant in the land ! — to mountain top, 

Its fruit will rustle like the trees of Lebanon — 

Men too from city forth will bloom, like lilies of the field ! 

Forever let his name endure ! — 

While sun gives light his name will glorious grow ! 

And men will blessing find in him ; 

All nations — hail his happiness ! 

IV. Notes on Psalm LXXII. 

Ver. 2. The original of "judge" signifies, to "-rule" and 
thus points to a time when ruling and judging were functions 
of one and the same person, as is still common in the East. 
(King Solomon appears as judge in i Kings 3 : 16-28.) But 
the word does not decide whether its ruling and judging is 
just or unjust, and so there is the qualification : ' ' with right- 
eousness." 

Instead of "Thy poor," we might render: "Thine 
afflicted;" which verb coming from the Latin affligere, tells 
of those deprived of riches, friends, influence, of whatever 
would enable them to do great things, and so as it were, 
thrown to the ground. The LXX. represents the Heb, orig., 
hy ptochos, which in Luke 16: 20, 22 describes Lazarus. Des- 
titute of resources and rights, such persons may well be 
called — "poor." 

"Judgment" at the end of the verse is not derived from 
the verb "judge " spoken of above; and unlike that implies 
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conformity to right, which my rendering brings out by the 
addition of "just." The orig., of "judgment" comes from 
the verb shaphat, to erect ; to set upright ; and is then trans- 
ferred to the just decree, that as it were lifts up the head of 
the innocent, and enables him to stand erect. Samson 
judged Israel forty years; yet not so much in word, as in 
deeds tending to erect the fallen power of the nation. 

Ver. 3. Mountains and hills are characteristic features of 
Palestine, and were carefully tilled to their very top, as ap- 
pears from terraces still visible. 

Ver. 4. Here we have ih& just judging spoken of above; 
that raises up the down-trodden and makes them secure. 

Again we meet "afflicted ones " (or, "the poor "), but here 
without the limiting pronoun of ver. 2, but still having the 
accessory idea of piety. 

"People" (has not the article as in ver. 3, where the 
chosen people are designated) is here used in the general sense 
of, mankind, and thus the object of the verb is : " the afflicted 
of mankind," or, " afflicted persons." 

The orig., oi save, or "succor," signifies: "to bring into 
a large place," which in the Heb., is an emblem of deliver- 
ance from straits ; and consequent prosperity. (See Ps. 31: 8, 
and 118 : 5, and 66: 12.) 

" Children of the needy," may be said to inherit poverty; 
and such an unjust government regards as having no rights. 

Ver. 7. The Jlourish of our versions would direct us to 
the Latin inscription, Jlorere which indicating healthful 
growth is transferred to all sorts of thriving. This borne in 
mind, the word fitly sets forth the Heb. orig., here, which 
tells of putting forth bud, leaf, and blossom ; hinting oi fruit 
yielded in its season. In Ps. 92 : 12 occur the same subject 
and verb as here, and with the description carried further, it 
reads (literally) : "A righteous man — like the palm shall 
bud." (The palm is remarkable for its uprightness, grace- 
fulness, and its abundant fruit.) 

" Peace " — in opposition to the disquietude that sin is sure 
to bring — the great peace of them who love God's law. (See 
Ps. 119: 165.) 

Ver. 8. These are the bounds that Zechariah predicts for 
Messiah's realm (Zech. 9: 10.) 
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Ver. 9. The orig. for "enemies" tells of breathing out 
hate. Such was the spirit of Saul toward the disciples of the 
Lord, as described in Acts 9 : 4. 

Ver. 10. The object of the first verb, and the last verb 
itself, are sacrificial terms. 

Ver. 1 1 . The verb of the first clause is used both for 
"doing obeisance" to men, and for "worship" of God. 

Ver. 12. Is echoed in Job 29 : 12. 

Ver. 14. With the same thought as here, it reads in 
Ps. 1 16 : 15 ; " Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints," that is, He does not lightly suffer it to come 
about. 

Ver. 15. "Live " — not merely to retain the breath of life, 
but to have heart and powers alive, (comp. Ps. 22 : 26) : and 
no longer be the man < ' deprived of means to do great things ; " 
but one able to acquire the choicest wealth. 

Ver. 16. " Flourish," has not the same orig., as in verse 
7. It refers rather to the flowering of plants, than to that of 
trees. "Grass," is here the herb of Gen. i: 11, and em- 
braces the whole class of plants growing in the field and 
meadow; or, as here — over the earth. The LXX. renders 
it by chortos; which in Matt. 6: 30, includes the lily, that 
springing up in beauty and profusion adorns the plains of 
Palestine. 

Ver. 17. "Continued," is another figure drawn from na- 
ture. It represents a plant putting forth sprouts, and in that 
way multiplying itself. Likewise Messiah's many manifesta- 
tions of glory, will magnify him in the sight of men. 

"Blessed in him," refers to the patriarchal promises. (See 
Gen. 12: 3; 18: 18, and 28: 14.) This exalted king being 
himself possessed of felicity — as foretold of Abraham's prom- 
ised seed — will become the source of blessing to all nations. 

Vers. 18 and 19. This doxology the psalmist may have 
added, to give, as it were, the very words that the nations 
(in ver. 17) use. And this addition may have placed the 
psalm here at the close of the second book of the Psalter. 

Ver. 20. This is no part of the psalm, and relates to the 
whole preceding series, which, notwithstanding psalm 72, 
and a few other exceptions found in it, may still be called 
"The prayers of David;" for A potiori fit denominatio. 



